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The United States is one of a 23 member advisory commit-
tee to oversee the development of a UN action program.
A draft of a World Plan of Action for Disabled Persons
has been prepared by the UN Secretariat and will be dis-
cussed at the Second Advisory Committee meeting in Vienna
during August 20-29, 1980.

Thus far the only visible indication of a con-
certed American effort to participate in a meaningful
way in the IYDP has come from the private sector. Parti-
cipation of non-government organizations in the program
in the United States is being spearheaded by the U.S.
Council for the International Year of Disabled Persons,
a private group chaired by David T. Kearns, the President
of the Xerox Corporation. The Council has received both
Federal and private funding.

Federal participation in the IYDP is being co-
ordinated by the Federal Interagency Committee for the
IYDP which involves approximately 30 Federal agencies.
Recently three new co-chairpersons have been selected to
head the Committee:
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